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Sceretary ENTERED jinge
Surface ‘[ ransportation Board Offioe ot Pr°
Washington, DC 20423 JAN 26 2009
of
Victoria Rutson, Chief Pub‘\’ﬂnaaoo'd

Scction of Environmental Anatysis
Surface Transportation Board
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In Mudson County, N.J AB 167 (Sub-no. 1189X)
goy

CSX Transportation, Inc.
Discontinuance Exemption -

In Hudson County, NJ AB 55 (Sub-no. 686X)

Norfolk Southern Railway Co. - a q
Discontinuance Exemption -

In Hudson County, N.J AD 290 (Sub-no. 306X)

Reply and Request for Consulting Party Status

On January 6, 2009, Conrail ct al filed a Notiee ol 1:xemption 1n the cases
referenced ubove At the same time, Conruil et al [iled “Comments™ and
“Motion to Stay LfTective Date of Verified Nouces of Exemption and to

Waive Pre-Filing Notification Requirements ™

Preservation New Jersey opposcs class exemption procedures in this very
controversiat case. An abandonment authorization within the schedule
Conrinl et al, suggest cunnot be done 1n comphiance with the National

Historie Preservation Act (NHPA) or the National Environmental Policy
Phone 6Ly 3U 64N .

Lax afR 392 6K & www presenyalismng org



Act (NEPA) section 102, 42 U.S.C 4332. Indeed. we beheve that
abandonment authorization is barred because Conrail and its developer

pariner have engaged in anticipatory demolition on the referenced site

We respectfully ask for a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to

address the many issues raised by this potcntial abandonment.

Our orgamzation further requests consulting party status in a NHPA
Scction 106 review  As the statewide nonprofit historic prescrvation
education and advocacy organization, and a Partmer of the National Trust
for Histonic Preservation, Preservation New Jerscy (PNJ) regularly works
with communitics to identify historic properties and assess potcntial
effects of various development undertakings Part of our mission and our
technical assistance to New Jersey commumties and organizations
includes cxploration of ways Lo appropriately respond to potentially
negative etfects through mitigation or avoidance strategies PNJ has long
been concerned about the preservation of the Harsimus Branch

Embankment, and respectfully requests consulting party status.

Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that on January 23, 2009, I caused a copy of this
correspondence to be served by first class mail on those appearing on the
attached Service List,

Ron Emnich
Execulive Director



